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Dear Eric, 


When you tire of your present writing project and would like to curl up in front of the 
fireplace with some new “Bowen” information and view the enclosed slide show 
everything is here for you to enjoy. There will be new information about Bowen but not 
about his engraving technique. Maybe when Mr. McCabe’s book is in print it will help 
explain or confirm some of our assumptions. 


Enclosed are copies of the nine different designs used on Bowen / Congreve Backs. 
There may be others but I haven’t discovered them yet. These nine images also appear in 
the CD slide show. Do you have any designs not represented here? The designs could be 
printed in various colors giving the impression of even more designs. One is on 
photographic paper because it was very clear to begin with and is actually the same 
design as the one on the page I have marked #9. It is plate #6 which has the filing 
statement engraved over. Others may be engraved over also but I haven’t seen them yet. 


The photocopies that don’t show the whole note are from an internet auction that went to 
the block in 2002. No matter how hard I tried I couldn’t get the whole note to photocopy 
so I copied only what it allowed me to do. 


Also in the packet is a duplication of an old publication related to the professional life of 
Abel Bowen. This is a copy of the Bostonian Society publication. I’m sorry I couldn’t 
get it to print larger and clearer. There is no mention of his work at engraving banknote 
counterfeiting devices. But, he seemed to be a busy man right up to and through 1833, 
the year of his patent. How could he have found time to do those engravings also?? 


I have printed and included the narrative for the slide show and included a CD of the 
program and the narrative, also. You should be able to run it the same as any other CD. 
If you run into any difficulty call or e-mail me. 

Lastly, the Elizabeth Harris monograph. There is not much here that is new but it is told 


a little differently and complements her other publication. 


Regards, 


; wha 
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ABEL BOWEN. 


Ya fortunate accident the Bostonian Society has ac- 
quired a number of the copper-plates and woodcuts 
engraved by Abel Bowen and used by him in his 
“Picture of Boston” and other publications As these 
engravings are all of historical interest, and the books are 
all out of print, the Society has voted to republish the 
plates with explanatory notes 
In pursuing this task the writer was insensibly led to in 
vestigate the circumstances onder which these engravings 
first appeared, and consequently, to icarn somewhat of the 
life and werk of a man who has peculiar claims to recog 
nition by a society founded for the preservation of Bostonian 
Mementes 
Abel Rowen, for nearly forty years 2 citizen of Boston, was 
one in the chain of local antiquaries, beginning nearly a cen- 
tury and a half ago with Thomas Prince, and continued 
through Pemberton, Shaw, Snow, Quincy, Drake, and Shurt- 
leff, to the present time. In this band of carnest recorders 
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“Picture of Boston” and other publications. As these 
engravings are all of historical interest, and the books are 
all out of print, the Society has voted to republish the 
plates with explanatory notes 

In pursuing this task the writer was insensibly led to in. 
vestigate the circumstances under which these engravings 
first appeared, and consequently, to learn somewhat of the 
life and work of a man who has peculiar claims to recog: 
nition by a society founded for the preservation of Bostonian 
Memes, 
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$0 ABEL BOWKA 
ABEL BOWE 


of our history, Abel Bowen belongs, not only as the artist F 
who preserved for us these pictures of the past, but as the rom a Very interesting scrap of autotiography still pos- 
presen ny 


‘ t publisher af Snow's “ Efistory of Teaston,” and sessed by the family, (for which T am again indebted to Mr 

nrumoter aml publisner at fey rahe 2 sp ise : 

8 ree milar books and magazine: hu so little Burrage), it seems that Bowen began his career as an engraver 

at various other simi SOORS Dis WA este matte se De : “ : f 

: he ne statem 5 5 rs 
has yet been writien about him, such cetais as hare been col- asian, The statement is as follows : 
P — are i ; . 

oy aw wal] Pe ne tL chown here te ¢ , r oN 

lected may well be noted «do it is well known that Dr Alexander Anderson of New 
York was the firet to introduce the art into that City, and may 
be properly styled the father of Wood Engraving in the Uni 
ted States 


itor . . € : 
" Toe Introduction of Wood Cuts met with mach apposition 


The following memorandum preserve lin the ramnty 
«lt te Me. W, C. Burrage, Civrk at 
I add a 


Copy of which T am indcdtk 


by Newspaper Printers and others, on account of the liability 
Sactety), gives the Bowen pedigree j 


k. they having been in the ; 
figure for cach generation the Type Metal Cuts which had been the kind of engraving 


; FP ne Oi 8% i ‘ 
the Pposternian wactice of using 


to Warp and crac 


previously used. 
«Thomas! Bowen was one of the three brothers who came “In Boston, Type Mctal Cuts were generally used, and no 
to this country to settle. He was the father of Jobn? Bowen, one attempted to make a business of Engraving on Wood till 
the father of John®, who was the father of John‘, who was it was introduced by myself, although it is evident that others 
the father of Abel! Bowen, my father had made some occasional attempts to prodace Wood Cuts. 
Ane. Bowen I have evidence that Dr. Franklin® engraved some devices on 
Boston, junc, 1824 wood, and that some were used in the printing of the Canti 
nental Money; and after him a Mr. Aiken, Mr. Skillen, Mr 
i also find that Abel® Bowen, Sr, was born Dee. 14, 1705; Callendar and several others executed Wood Cuts, not as a 
marries Delian Mason, March 3, 17%) and had Abel, barn ™ 
Sand Lake Village in Greenbush, N, Y,, Dec. 23, 1799 Delta, Venience and the accommodation of others 
born July 12, 1792. died July, 1793; Heary, born May 28, “The first woodcut [ executed in Hoston was a profile cut 
men, born Sept. 16, 1796; Juliet, born rare 31, for W. M.S, Doyte, for his advertisement for cutting profiles, 
uy 2, 


business, but as occasional experiments as suited their con 


KA 
. < i ; y 
Sidney, born July 29, 17997 sOparonm, Hom 


horn June 6 1502; 


é 


‘ ‘ . 
Sot Wacon Tnrenzo, bor Fel. 25, * Jt wiih be vermembered that Frankie states in bie watotiograjihy, that hes 
i? tian ‘ U 


Eliza. born June ag, 1808; Marv, born Jan 
died Dec, & 1918, at 


.‘ t, 1807, Ret starter! in Vsastrees ge a printer in Paslutelplia, he “engraved severar things 
thay; of adnaaion,” amd ceptrialiy “eceera! cenamecnta aed curs for some New Fores 
cestemey.” These were doubtless in tepe metal A late example ie on the tale 
Creeo, N.Y. ieaving a widaw who song survived him, dying page of the Rew, Dr. Bcetey's discourse hetore the Mearoe Female Asyiem in soz 
in Mittord, N. Y., Oct, 22, 1835, ageu sixty eight years It was printed at Boston at the Crnamental Prints « (vice, wader the Columbian 

able, Mesenn, aut teara the monmeram Ty. BR. Thin dectitiese refers to the Daniel 


f t 4 children, of wham three sons 
Atel Bowen, fr. had ten cCandren, Bowen af the text, At the eed is w tail-peece of mack inferioe weseatinn. 1 am 


. ie 
and Olanda, born June & 150Q 41 


E *% ” 3 
veongn, Daniel, and Edwin; and three ¢ iughters, Mrs informed that these were wat engvavives made un the typecetal, beet that the 


wore 
Mutts poalyia was Cul be wood, and then a cust wax made in evetal, Uh serene ae f there 


Sanderson, Mrs. Phipps, and Mrs 
mK teeet howe been two distinct evetees, becamee whale the carlic? Greaments are 
wore rude, soree of the later ones are well and elaborately cet, seggesting the 


ides that they were regularity sade types 
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printing 
Rowen 
iid were 
hia Musecm fil] 
‘Emade copiest of some cuts by Thomas Bewick, the 
of the Art o food Engraving, which my uncle took 
to exhibit he nters vi paldishers in lhostan, 


* The fotiowing facaimie ts gives 


We. M.S, Doyte, 


Minastwre feo Peeyl's Paredrr, 
Terecert S¥oret, Bovee, next Hause coe? of the 
Biesc Chepel, Une tare @edtuee of AG Amgav, og 
, Coe t® #x- 
@rise Laren 1 Mane 
defers and Prefir, of venoms 
tied, (ihe fatter ia ade ee 
taierst fgleya) wa eye pt 
fyiete geekrey oe degen, 





»teurhe ikke Seer TC ESTE wTE 
Malede tia ere 

wee Be Sethe COO CR 
feeder, ai ihe wreawer of the 
Celehusred Miger, et Lewdee 
* & 048 Proce of Prefer fro 

> 2S vente fe i. ¥ $ Sudert 

2 cenit ‘5, i ond 
SA yp telnet 


Oe 


it lone ' : 5 P ‘ Pe 
SAREE Aree exe ! iygt at the American Co@ee 
Hou, op OA 1 Ler apes vern, Mate street Pie wien reniceesd 


~ Ona in £4 


Likares 
hannare 


fier inét 
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9 ABEL BOWEN, 33 


many of whom were pleased to express compliments in favor 
of the specimens, and a desire to have me make it a business, 
for there was no one established in the Art in the City 

“This® led me to engrave and issue a Cut, (the Tiger Haunt) 
for a Card, in the carly part of 18127, soliciting patronage at 
the Museum while I executed my Engravings at Brighton, 
where my uncle resided, After engraving a number of Cuts 
and finding a ready sale for them, I determined on making 
Engraving a business, took a room in Tudors Building in 
Court stecet, and commenced in August, 1812, by doing a cut 
of a Model of a Boat for Mr. Frederick Tudor, and advertised 
to do Engraving on Woed in Boston 

“I immediately received orders from the principal pub- 
lishers in the City, such as Messrs. T. B. Wait, Caleb 
Bingham, Cummings & HiNiard, Munroe & Francis, Lin- 
coln & Edmands, West & Richardson, Adams & Rhodes, 
Benjamin Russell, and others, most of whom had urged my 
making Wood Engraving a business, as no one, as they said, 


had ever attempted it in Boston. 


® He forgets to mentics an carlier epecinen, being a ticket for a Ball at Hed 
ma, N. J. Septomier 14, (Sti, where be wes ont of the managers. tt bears his 
initiate, A. Tl, an engraver 

t See the annexed froaimiie 
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14 ARPEL BOWEN. 


“The patronage thus bestowal on me, led Mr. Gershom 
Cobh, a writing master, to ixsue a cond, as he had meade cuts 
cecastonally, by way of experimenting, 

“This was soon followed by N. Dearborn,” originally a 
book-binder and book-seller, then a grocer, to ixste a Miern- 
sivphical Card, as having opened in Water Steret. Mr. Cotsh 
soon relinquished the business altogether, leaving the wholc 
to Mr. Dearbern and myself, After this a degree of rivalry 
ensued between aa, and the progress cach maste may be seen 
by the work prectuoed 

“Mr, Shaw when about to publish his Description of Bos 
ton, gave cach two cuts to do, the Charch of Christ in Salem 
St, and the Triangular Ware [louse to Me. Dearborn; and 


1 
} 


the Old and New State House to me: 4 ani any one who 
wishes can see the state of the Art in Boston at that period 
by examining the wark, 

“ And to shaw the progress I made in Engraving on Wood, 
t would refer to a Cut placed at the head of an Elecy on the 
Death of Lawrence, killed in the battle between the Chesa- 
peake and Shannon, the cuts in the Naval Monument, Saovw's 
History of Boston, the Picture of Boston, and The Young 


n, 
Ladies’ Book, all of which were published by myxelfy 


* Nathanics Dealers io best Enon ty Bis eile eottiod © Beton Notions,” 
publiabrid in pags In the preface he reprints an adeertmement of « eirectar 
woth which be penjected thirty péars before. This nother, from the New England 
Palledam of fant 24, 3514, bas 2 woodcut of a piinter’s pallet, and below tt bs 
the Mactigtice « * Nathaole) Dearbeen, Pagraver on Word, Schoet Street, Fos 
ion.” The carcetar refera to “tae new atede of engraving Hi thw part o¢ the 
coatny,” whet Me. Tearbor expiaies ie afaxtnote as “that id Eapravieg uo 
Wont, introdeced into Roaton in the lattes part of the wear Wirt, ber the Author 
of this wank.” Tt willl be seen that this claim was nox made Hil aig sand Fu 
sired ii ted Me. Powen to write ont this statement. Howen's date of t8e4 for bee 
fiest work antechites Diearburs be sin yrern However ihr Geet efforts of beth 
attans were quite trifling anil Glecwre. Howen sceme however, beet emiitied to 
the credit of preety 

t Mr. Bowen megiorts to add that be alse eorraved for thre kee a Veew of 
Paaretl Vail, and teat al) these cute were the cive af the page. In aiitirion, 
Dearborn engrared 2 view of the Julien House. Piowea’s cat of the O84 Scate 
Hetine was afterwards weed es the froatispitee to Hale's “Surery of Poston,” 
in (321 

( These wre notiotd fates, 


ABEL BOWEN. 45 


"Soon alter the latter book appeared, Mr. Dunlap's work 
on the ‘Arts in the United States’ was txsued, in which he 
gave me the credit of introducing the Art of Wood Engrav- 
ing inte Boston.” The statement made by Me. D. was from a 
knowledve of the citcumsetandoes T have here related, obtained 
from what was generally understood in Boston, not from any 
information he ot fram me, for he made ne application te me 
onthe subject, The public must judge whether Me, Duntap's 





statement ts correct, and who was the first to introduce the 
Art of Engraving into Boston, and bring it forward to take 
rank with other citics in the United Snites 

“ Much credit awarded to me in the Art, is no deuht due to 
the pupils who have been ja my employ, some of whom | am 
proud to say have become distinguished Artists, and do great 
credit to the country; Croome, Hartwell, Devereus, Brown, 
Bitlings, Kelly, Andrews, and several others + 


“Ane Bowrs 


The tribute to Lawrence, mentioned by Howen, is a broad. 
side } about 13 inches by 8 inches, the lower half being an 


* Ber Deslin, Vor Ih, p. oe ON the introdaction of woud eagravieg inte 
Pieatom, Ube credit je @ec te Mr. Abe! Iowrn, eh Gegan these im aNad, aed has 
continued the porveit enccenstuldy; be hee had several pojnie of atelite, (My 
Hartwell aul others) whe pow that the art 4 becoming mote gemecaily eeder 
ocd, foreiee rere eoenursgeumeent in thait profeesontal practice.” 

See ales, Val Tf, pe sey 

{ Thit hat can be catended by the folhowieg andated memerantes: boumt 
ainceng Tirwea’s pagers 

“Tviwors whe have reocived instrection ia the pet of engravieg. Charles 
Purnam, George Poste, Sidney Women Chitte, Swert, Retiy, (5. 8.4 Kiltorn, 
Jwerph Anitzews, Alonse Hartwell, Craman, Raggies, Breen, Hammart fillings, 
1k, Bowen, Wali, Lloyd, Welliam Mueree, Mudge, George Willis, Deverros, 
Firemen, Dison, Willies Croene, Hall (st Couperstemn), and Merkiax” 

t The copy ih the pocerssion of the Bostonian Society bas the following 
waaint note printed em a stip of paper, 

“1 wish vou be take the Proposal and go togad evenings, ot when Mr. Clark 
can spare you and get what subscribers yes can, eee? then let me know shat 
Nw of cogcee [ oust seed. The Satia comes very high, aod } do not with to 
send anr meer than 1am sare to pet aale for, 1 will make a presemt ef one to 
Mr. Ctark, anil, if it shoeld be agreeatée, 1 should fhe to have him pot hie nae 
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36 ABEL BOWEN rs 


elegy (two columns of verse), and the upper half representing 
a monument, being a square base with an oval vase thereon, 
surmounted by a bust of Lawrence, A weeping female proba. 


bly personifies Columbia, and the weual accessories, flags. ete. 
” > ’ , 


complete the picture, The block is about cight inches by six, 
and is entirely creditable to the artist 

It is marked " Published according to the Act of Congress. 
A. Bowen, Printer.” 

As to the “* Naval Monament,” of which Rowen speaks, it 
was published by him in 1816, and sold by Cummings and 
Hilliard 


The illustrations are : 


Seppe Tyrese ERGHAVER 


® Frontispiece. }. K. Peemiman. W. &. Annin. 
M. Coene. W. Hoorglaed 
Constituben and (hoernere Go A, Boeen. 
do do do do 
Wasp and Frolic de & 
United States and Macedonian A. Hewen do 
Java ane Constitution M. Cornme ds 
Hornet aed Bonne Citovenne scene de 
Hornet und Peacock M. Carne dr 
10° Chosageske aml Stasnon io Wightman 
tt) Eaterpeise and Boar ihe. A. Kewen 
12° est View of Perry's Victory dis W. E. Awnin. 
an deo 


14 Captire of the Fasex he A. Bowen 


3* Coastitutingn escaping, 


13° 3d io do 


1$) Peacock and Enervier . Birch da 

16 Wasp amd Reider . Carne 

17. Wasp aod Avan de 

#4" Mrfdonongh's Victors do i. Hoogired, 
1g) Preskieat aed Endymion da Howrn 

20 0 6(Uomstitution, Crane and Levant, . Conm Asierson 
2t Hernet nod Peaguin do A. bowen 

a2 Hornet's excayn da. ides. 


23° Taintrikige’s xpaaiiron fi, Famning » te, Smirk 


on, for a Geyinning, ote! present @ to the patrens of the Resling Rowm, The 
Proposals Rare done very well in this tone. fi &@ probable 1 aball do tolerably 
wel ia N, York. You will have ¢2 eta for each ed" 





15 ABEL BOWEN. 7 


It will be noticed that seven are copper-plate engravings, 
marked with a star in this list, and fifteen are wood-cuts, 
made by Bowen. They are all very good works of art, and, 
had the art of printing wood-cuts at that time been well 
understood, these cuts would bear comparison with work 
done now, 

In 1836 a new edition of the book was announced, con- 
tinued down to that date; but the volume is only a reprint of 
the old work, It is not a re-issue, but a reprint. The cuts 
and plates seem to be the ones used before, but they are very 
badly printed, and have apparently been injured in parts. 

Very curiously, among the wood-cuts bought of Rowen's 
heirs by the Bostonian Socicty, are several reproductions of 
these cuts on a reduced scale. I have not yet found them in 
use in any book, and very possibly they were intended for 
some enterprise which never succeeded. 

Among the miscellaneous cuts done by Bowen, probably 
before 1820, I would mention one of the Exchange Coffee 
House in Hoston, which building was burnt dawn Nov. 3, 
1818 This is marked “S. Dearborn, del, A. Bowen, sc.” 
A copper-plate engraving “ Wightman, sc," was used on the 
paper of the hotel I have also a woodcut of the “ Colambian 
Hotel " — locality unknown — from the Bowen family papers 

Mr, F. Blake, of Hoston, has a large cut made by Bowen, 
for Elijah Fairbanks of Worcester, to be used on a wrapper 
for writing paper. It has a view of an old mill, which was 
burned in 1327. 

He also made a cut of the Bible and Heart for Charles 
Ewer, of 51 Cornhill, a well-known publisher, a copy of which 
is in a publication dated 1818. 

The Bostonian Society has a number of blocks by Bowen, 
some of which may belong to this period, but none seem 
deserving of reproduction, 

Bowen, also, during this period, practiced his art on copper 
plates. I have noted a portrait of Wesley, prefixed to 
“Extracts from his Journals,” etc. Boston, 1819 This is 
engraved in line and stipple. 
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AREL BOWEN, 14 


Rewer came to Kosten in: August, Sia, and it appears 
that he immediately made plans to begin the printing bnsiness 
with his uncle Daniel as a partner, and a cousin, Abel Ral 


[t is tert protalie however that the 


lock, as an epprentice* 


arningements propese! resulted in success, or were of long 


slupatien 
In 1816 the Directary names Abel Bowen as an engraver 
on wood In S21 Abel Howen and Alexander MoKenzie 


were associated a8 copper-plate printers ; but the partnership 
' 
. 


was brief, though the latter is natned in the Directory ontil 
1833, In 1823, George [ Bowen, copper-plate engraver, is 
at the same address as Abci 


* We iesert the following teteresticnn letter, writing on bin oreeval af Honties, 

fras the wigost, belonging t Mra. Benj. Paige. 
Boston, Aug. 27, 1312 

To Mixa Eltea Heaiv, eden s. ¥ 

1 have kal a pleaeant proreey of four diva to this place, arriving oa Friday ithe 
that at, fom Naturday fF weet to the Miceenm, andl inquired for Daniel Rowen, 
my oorie ; ware fiformedl be free! in Mrchton, to whieh piace | wont in the stage; 
wae toirodnecd to a coun, Abel Ballack, eho lived with him. Sanday the 794, 
wort to urch with then. Onthe ooh Mr and Mra Th, owen expressed thelr 
ahtiety te awe et stast the jol aed oramertal primieg basiiess in Moston, 
otter the firte taret of 1), and A, Tnwen, and take wep comcie amd teach hire the 
ade. Oe Weilneeday, the eth, Mr, aad Mre Bewes, We. Ballec® and myself 
inok @ hack and weat to tows to weake further arrangements, We pent an 
shrines wih tapt Moon, ef the Nave, (8 the sph arrarngemeats were 
wade, My ole is to have & recom Wasting frac the fall ef the Mice and 
seve hile offer a there, Then Tam ty take the wtbce with a beckon, with ony 
contin tn heli, act Ge the heat Pecan with &. He te to furonl paper and other 
things ta corm: with Mey uncle aml myself are ty share ogaally oe all we 
reake by privting, avel all | teoowe free parting and dnycacing by b> be ey owe. 
This IM. went to Commencement. Tleft Capt. Mocee in Voeton wha tv to 
eat) in a few Boure with Mr. Dhillotk on beard wha octa to PHilledsle m see hie 
partets, aod retures the wea ip, Temerow go to pecpare i remmeng the 
press, Shall have no eot to pay, and every comvenienee fur herping hackelar’s 
hall and fb chink T shall do wet. 41 seep my Bealth, Let it be on i may; I 
think it will be Setter than to dave gore a sotdicriag, | Gate me Vertes ie ton 
because thete @ be post ediive mm Teipbtow * * © © AR 

The Salve whom this was aldressed subsequently becane his wife. From 
ihe fetter if would seen that his paopeeed cfioe adjcieed the Mowum. His 
feminincetiogs queted om pf, 3p catew, written mech later in tte, differ atightly 
trom: the eaxrermernts here: het thees, having been meade a7 the time. are ne 
tosh more correct. 


15 ABEL BOWES. By | 

Not long after Shaw's book appeare!, Abel Bowen con- 
ceived the hiea of a new history, mm which the ilastrations 
were to be a marked feature. He had heen collecting mate- 
rials for some time, and, in the spring of 1822, he arranged 
with Mr. John Foster. Jr, to compile the text. Disputes 
occurred between the partners, and, in April, 1824, Bowen, 
who had bought the copyright of Shaw's book, and engaged 
the serviews of Dr. Caleb H, Snow, ax editor, issued propossls 
for his new history. Mr. Foster attempted to prepare a rival 
issue, to be printed by Mr. Edwant Cotton, but it seenm to 
have been unsuccessful 

Snow's history was issued in parts, und a copyright was 
Obtained for the whole book, Nov. 28, 1824. (Great aa is the 
prane due to the compiler of this admirzbic history, at least 
equal honor ts due to Bowen, as the ofiginater and supporter 
of the scheme, and ay the artist who selected and prepared 
the valuable illustrations. These comprised seventeen full. 
page views (nearly all copper-plates), three maps, and nine 
wood-cuts, and they give « very favorable impression of 
Bower's skill both as an engraver and as an artist 

In 1825 quite a stimulus was given to local art, by the 
intreduction of lithography. In the Morten Magazine for 
December in that year, pp. 378-394, is an account of Sene- 
fehler’s discovery of the process. It adds that nothing had 
been done to intraduce it in this country, aniess a few at- 
tempts in New Vork may be verified, “until within a few 
months, when Mr. John lendleton commenced an establish. 
ment for lithography in this city,” He “is a young gentile- 
man of taste and talents, from the State of New York, who 
Waa on @ Visit to Paris, on business of an entirely different 
nature, and, becoming pleased with lithography, pat himself 
immediately under the first artists of France, and acquired, 
as we believe, a thorough knowledge of the art and the prin- 
ciples on which it is founded. With this stock of informa- 
tion, and with a great love of the profession, and in addition 
a good supply of the proper stone and other materials for the 
pursuit of the art, he came to Boston and engaged with bis 
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brother, 2 copper-plate printer of established celebrity. With 
great liberality he has furnished stone, chalk, and pencils to 
severa) painters, who are making great progress in litho. 
graphic drawing. The sketch which is given in this number 
of our magazine is merely a specimen of the art amongst us. 
Messrs. Eciwards, Johnson, Hoogland, Penniman, and Alex- 
ander, artists well known in this city, are engaged in doing 
something in lithography to exhibit to the pablic, which may 
soon be expected to appear, and others will, no doubt, follow 
their example. We shall, from time to time, not only keep 
our readers apprised of the progress which our enterprising 
and gifted artists are making, but also of what has been done 
and may be doing; and often present our patrons with speci- 
mens of the art itself in our pages” 

In this magazine appeared lithographic portraits of Jacob 
Perkins and Eleanor Davis, both drawn by [Thomas] Edwards ; 
and of Maria Kxigewood, drawn by [F.] Alexander; all litho- 
graphed by Pendleton. 

In the Boston News-Letter of Nov. 5, 1825, mention is 
made of the new art, and notice given that an edition of Sir 
Asticy Cooper's Lectures would soon appear with plates 
“which have been drawn on stone by A. Bowen and litho 
graphed by Mr. Pendicton.” 

Bowen was, in 1825, a partner of William 5S. Pendleton, 
and the firm was dissolved Jan. 31, 1826, evidently amicably. 
Pendleton continued lithographing, with his brother, and 
Bowen returned to engraving. 

This ts not the place to trace the history of lithography, 
but it may be added that William and John Pendleton adver- 
tised in the Directory through 1830, being then in “ Graphic 
Court, Washington street, opposite the end of Franklin 
street, and near the Marlboro’ Hotel.” From 1831 to 1836 
{in the latter year at 208 Washington street, between Frank- 
lin and Summer streets) William S, Pendleton continues 
alone, and his name disappears in 1837. On the cover of the 
Directory for 1837, Thomas Moore, of 203 Washington street, 
advertises as the successor to Pendicton, 
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In 1830, in the Directory, is an advertisement of the Sene- 
felder Lithographic Co, of 123 Washington street, signed hy 
Haxen Morse, Thomas Mdwards, William B. Annin, George 
G, Smith, and John Chorley 

We may here note, on the evidence of the Directory, that 
John Cullum was, in 1826, a copper-plate printer, William 
Hoagland an engraver from 1822-1828, and William F, 
Stratton an engraver from 1829-1833 

In the years 1825-6 Bowen published two volumes of 
“Bowen's Boston News-Lettcr and City Record,” edited by 
Dr. Jerome V. C. Smith, afterwards mayor, It was an 
antiquarian journal of much merit, as well as a useful com- 
pendium of the doings of the City Government 

In 1828 a second edition of Snow's History was issued; 
but it was mercly 8 method of disposing of the remaining 
copies of the first issuc, as the preface shows. Pp. 393 and 
394 Were reset, pp. 3905-424 added, and a new Index, pp. 425- 
427, prepared 

In 1829 Bowen issued the first edition of his “Picture of 
Boston, or Citizen's and Stranger’s Guide to the Metropolis 
of Massachusctts, and its Environs,’ a duodecimo valume 
of 2§2 pages. Although the title says it is “embellished 
with engravings,” only a few little cuts are to be found in tt, 


*The ghey of chiltren are then Sher ~ 
fFRIMOUNTAIN IN bi, 


Secned Coatennial Celebration of the Semiermmnt «f Basten. 
esa 7, 1830 


In 1830 at the time of the celebration of the Bi-Centennial 
Settlement of the town, Bowen prepared a badge, a copy of 
which is in the cabinet of our Society. The cut is given 
above. 
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in 1830 Dr, Snow issued "A Gicography of Boston,” with 
“Historical Notes... . for the Younger Clase af Readers,” 
which be intended te be an abridgment of his larger histery 
To this Bowen contributed various cuts, some new and 
others perhaps redaced trom his larger plates. The best one, 
perhaps, is a view of the Old State House, under its new 
name of the City Hall, it having been so dedicated on Sept 
17, 1830 In the foreground, on State street, is a pump, 
concerning which the followtng note from. Bowen's mane 
scripts is in place: “The Old State House was painted white 
in August, 1825, by the city, and in the same month a well 
was dug at the east end, and gaod water found, and a plenty, 
after digging 18 or 20 feet.’ Before this time there had 
been a fight of steps at the east end which must have nearly 
coveredl this spot. The “old Town Pump” can therefore 
hardly be located here earlier than 1825. 

The annexed cut is also from the 
Geography, and represents the birth 
piace of Franklin, on Milk street 
Another noticeable picture is that of 
the Tremont House, then just built, 


showing a cupola on it, which was 
ei son removed. The Great Elm on the 
Common, near “Crescent Pond,” is shown, and also the 
monument to the parents of Franklin. Another cut shows 
the first few fect of Bunker Hill Monument in process of 
erection: and on p $9 % one fepresenting the fJuincy 





Railway employed for the carrying of stone 

In #843 Bowen issued the second edition of his “ Picture 
of Boston,” wherein, besides woodcuts, appeared several of 
the plates of churches, which are appende: to this pamphlet, 
Four of these plates (sixteen subjects), and also the two 
beginning respectively with the City Hall and the Odeon, 
were in this edition. Tt ia interesting to nate that the third 
sibject on the first plate, in 1843, was “ Merchants’ Hall,” 
which was ellaced and replaced in the later edition by the 
“Bethel.” Merchants Hall, Bowen states, is “at the corner 


*9 
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of Congress and Water streets; it is a large, plain baiiding 
af brick, four stories in height. The lower floor is occupied 
as a market, and the upper stories for printing-offices and 
various other purposes.” On p, 200 ix 
Theatre, corner of Portland and Traverse streets; on p. 286. 
a view is given of the Savin Hill Hotel, both of which 


seem peculiar to ths 
edition 

For a long time, 
Bowen was cngagerl 
in preparing a new 
edition of Snow's 
History, of which 
the two cuts here 
given are perhaps 
the only remaining 
memento. They arc 
numbered “ No, o, p 
17, and “No, to, p 


18." The firat, the 


a cut of the Warren 


interior of Faneuil Hall, is quite interesting, and far less 


common than the exterior views, 


Bowen used a very similar 


view of the second, Quincy Market, on a larger scale, perhaps 





more than once. 

[t im very irrita- 
ting to think that 
the great number of 
drawings, and other 
materiais, callected 
with so mach care 
by Bewen, were ut- 
terly dispersed and 
lest after his death. 
From an undoubted 


authority it seems that enough manuscripts to fll several 
barrels were thus allowed to be ruined by neglect and event. 
wally to be burnt. To this loss the antiquary has also to add 
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street; p. 234, view in Mount Auburn, Cambridge ; p. : 
the Hutchinson House; p 316, large view of Destruction of 
Tea in 1772 (aketched by G, TL. Brown): p. ait, larze view ol 
Grace Charch; » 497, Trinity Church, from the west cornet 
p. tor, Suifelk Bank. 

Volume LIT opens with a lange view of Boston, from Sonath 


’ 


Boatun (Brawn, fe) other tuts are i AMosiuiwent tes 
Jolin Haryunl; p 
Pp $2 large view 4 


j, lange vie of tha Court-Hlease 2 
Mi. Washiniztan [flowas. South Toston; 
Po FAK Woreester KL R, Depot ; Fu BOK, large view of the 


Ni 
of 


Maverick Housez p. 244, Mclean Insane Asylum; po 355. 
US. Marine Heiital, Choise: po gay. Banker Hil Monn. 
ment in its wafinishel alates » 232, Washington Elm, Camm 
bridge: pp. 440 and $1, large views of the Adams botses: 
in Quincy. 

We leave been thus porticuler 1 noticing these engravings, 
because the magazine seems to have dranped out of sight of 
coliectars, Undwaiatedly ita sucecas among the young, and 
its wealth af Wnstrations, led ta the destraction al copies at 
an early date 

The: Hewick Company issued in t535 aman of Hosion, 31 
by 22 incles, amd the bonler enclosing it id trade up of neat 
outtine views of variogs public building in the city 

ate in 1837, or carly in 1838, Bowen issued the third eck. 
tian of his * Victure of Boston,” rearranging and increasing 
ite contents. In this cilition he seems to have added the Last 
two plates, which are herewith reissuel, viz, those beginning 
reanectively with the Brattlestecet Chotch and the New 
North, A ninth plate is alse found in this edition, the sub- 
ects being the Tremont House, Norfolk fous, Nahant 
Hotel, and Bunker Pill Monument, but thie plate has not 
heen recovers! 

In 1849 Bowen prepared his ” New Guide to the City of 
Voston and vicinity,” published by James Munroe & Ca. It 
was 4 small affair, only Alling thirty-six pages, and refers 
inquirers to hin History ani Pictore. In the preface he men 
tions that & new edition of the History is in preparation. Tt 
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is understood that the late Samucl G. Drake waa to be the 
editor of the re-iseue; but the long-continued ness of Mr 
Bowen put an end te that project. Later on Mr, Drake began 
the issue of a new history, the first part appearing September 
1, (&8§2. Although that gentleman had aceuired Dr, Snow's 
manuscript collections, since transmitted te the present writer, 
he constructed his history on an entirely different plan 
Wiaatever may be the merits of Mr. Drake's unfinished work, 
fieither that book wor the mor miscellaneous collection 
known aa the “Memoria! History of Boston” can obscure the 
merits mf Snow's volume 

fine of the survivers of the artiste of the fast eoneration 
has kindly favered us with his recollections of our subject 
“Bowen,” he says, “was the real founder of the art of wood 
engraving here, net => much by his own productions as by 
the stimilus he gave tea the sublect. He was an enthusiast, 
always projecting works to be iustrated in this manner, and, 
though rarciy making a profit for himself, he was thus the 
cause of much being done, He was seli-taught, copying the 
dexigns and methods of those English examples which in- 
gpred him. Hetore his time engraving on copper and type- 
metal had been done here with tair saccess. But the aims, 
processes and results of wood-engraving were so well perceived 
and achieved in this city, that for years it posscased almost a 
mionoply of the business And,” our informant adds, “the 
work donc a half century ago was really gocel in style and 
manner; so that toslay the greatest advance noticeable ts 
mainly dae to improvements in printing. paper andink, That 
Bowen was unable to command the means to succeed largely 
was the misfortune of the times; that he should have strig- 
gied on, year after year, in the face of reverses, poverty, and 
long-<ontinved illness, is the highest proof that he possessed 
that spark of vital energy which we call genius.” 


Abel Bowen died March ti, 1850 
In one of the newspapers of the date appeared the following 
brief notice: “Although a sketch of the life of Mr. Bowen 
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'. The Crrv Hare, better known as the old State- 
House, built in 1712 on the site of a «till older house: 
injured by fire in 1747; disused by the State, Jan 
wary it, ¢7o8; occupied as a City Hall 1830-1840; 
used for business purposes tll 1881; renovated and 
restored in r883. The halls, of the preatest histor 
ical interest, are now in charye of the Bostonian 


Society. 


2. Faxrun. Hate, given to the town Sept. io, 
1742, by Peter Faneuil; greatly injured by fire, Jan chh boc 
wary 13, ¢761; rededicated March 14, 1763; rebuilt 
in 1805, doubling the width of the area, and adding 
a third story. 


3. The Benet Councn, North square, was founded 
by the Rev. E. T. Taylor, a Methodist minister, in 
i829. The foundation of this binlding was laid Octo- 
ber 3. 1832. Father Taylor was especially devoted to 
the spiritual care of the seamen of Us port, and was 


very successful, 


4. Custom-Hovse. In 1810 the Custom-House 
was removed from the corner of Flag alley and State 
street to a new building in Custom-House street. 


In 1837-9 the present building was completed and 


occupied, but the former edifice retains nearly the 


appearance here presented, 
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13, Hovsesreerr Cruren, Founded by the 
Rev. Mather Byles in i732; it was first bailt of wood, 
and bernt in t787. The second building, of wood, 
was removerl in Sia to Weymouth. The church then 
rebuilt, of brick: it has had for pastors John Pierpont 
andl Starr King. In 1882 the buikling was soll, the 
socicty built on the corner of Newbury and Exeter 
streets, and the old edifice has been altered into a 
theatre, In «S87 the parish united with the South 
Congresational Church, the two occupying the New- 


bury street barlding. 


14. Curtsr Cuercn, on Salem street, near Copp's 
Hill, was built in 1723, for the Rev. Timothy Cutler 
It still remains an Episcopal church, and preserves all 


the evidences of ils antiquity. 


ts. St. Pavs’s Cuvurecn, on Tremont street, be- 
tween Winter street and Temple place, was built in 


t820, and has suffered no exterior chanyes thus far, 


16. Trinrry Crercu, Summer street, was estab- 
lished as an Episcopal church in 1734, under the 
Rev. Addington Davenport. The old building was 
replaced, in 1828, by the one here represented, which 


last was destroyed in the great fire of 1$72, Its 


representative i¢ the noted building on Boylston 


Strect, oT Copley square, under the charge of the 
Rev, Phillips Brooks, 
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t. The Crry Hats, better known as the old State- 
House, built in 1712 on the site of a still okler house; 
injured by fire in 1747; disused by the Stare, Jan- 
uary tt, 1798; occupied as a City Hall 1830-1840; 
used for business purposes ull i881: renovated and 
restored in 1883. The halls, of the greatest histor- 
ical interest, are now in charge of the Bostonian 
Society. 


z. Faxrun Hatt, given to the town Sept, to, 
1742, by Peter Faneuil; greatly injured by fire. Jan- 
Wary 13, 1761; rededicated March 14. 1763; rebuilt 
in 1805, doubling the width of the area, and adding 
a third story. 


3. The Bernes Cirercn, North square, was founded 
by the Rev. E. T, Taylor, a Methodist minister, in 
i839. The foundation of this building was laid Octo- 
ber 3, 1832. Father Taylor was especially devoted to 
the spiritual care of the seamen of this port, and was 


very successinl, 


4. Cusrow-Hovse, In 1810 the Custom- House 
was removed from the comer of Flag alley and State 
street to a new building in Custom-llouse strect. 
In tS47-9 the present building was completed and 
occupied, but the former eciifice retains nearly the 


appearance here presented. 
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9. Pine-srener Coveren. No chronological order leat 
has beer observed in these engravings, this church 152 


being the forticth on the list ht was founded 
in tS57, and was given up a few years since, when 
the building was alterad for business purposes, It 
tands on Washinwton street, corner of Pine 


if. KIN Ss i HEAPS, Cine of thee hyena preserved 


and best-known memoriale of old Boston Vise first 


buikling, huilt in 1688, was of wood; the present, of 
stone, was builtin 1753 . 


r4. New Brrex. This society was formed of seced. 
ers from the New North, in i720. The Rev, William boc 
Waldron was its first minister. The Rev. Ebenezer 
Pemberton preached there from 1734 ta (775: at his 
death, 1779, the society united with the Second Church, 
or the Old North, the church of the Mathers, whose : 
edifice had been destroyed by the British in 177s Details 
Becoming Unitarian, the pastors were Henry Ware, Ir. elp 
Raiph Waldo Emerson, and Chandler Robbins. The 
house stood on Hanover, near Richmond street. In 
S44 it was torn down, and a new building placed 
there, which waa afterwards sold ta tre Fist Methodist 
Church, and later the bul 
business. The Second Cha 
place, leading from Beacon street; in 18$4 it united 
with the Church of Our Saviour, on Bedford street -_ 
This edifice was subsequently taken down and rebuilt 
on Boylston near Clarendon street. 





12. Cnaunecyv-race Crcecn. This-house belonged 
to the First Church in Boston, originally located 
on State street; then, from 1640 to 1808, on Wash- 
ington street, where loys or Rogers Building stands; 
then on Chauncy place, from S08 to 1868 Che 
oid building is entmly destroyed. The present church 
is On the corner of Marlborough and Berkeley streets, 
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17, Froexat—stare 
A nivnber 
Rev. fohn 
third edifie., 


© building 


IrcuIMAtince which 
Tie Unitarians held it under th: William Eélery 
Channing and the Rev. Ezra Sules Gannett The 
sgomety removel to Arington street, and the old 


building was taken dawn some years ago. boc 


18. The Ovn Sovri ) the corner of Washing 
ton and Milk streets, remains as a landmark. The 
first house, of wood, stood fram 1670 to 1730 wien Ue ails 
the present church was built In «874 the society 
removed to a new house, on the corner of Boylston 
and Dartmouth streets, but the old building has 


been preserved as a relic, 


19. The New Serra stood on Church Green, at 
the junction of Summer and Bedford strects, and was 
founded in «717 In tSta the church here shown 


was built. It has been removed, and the society is 


practically defunct 


20. Pank-sreeer Cruvren, still a distinctive feature 


on the side of the Common, was built in 1809 
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21. The Proesai~steert 
shed in 1827, sold its bail 
‘ t 3 rr : P . 
churcs on Nowe, corner of Hedtord street The Rev 
Haron Stow was long the pastor of this society. which 


now nas a church on { larendon near Tremont SCriez 


pe The Wy Tr Uitreeny, e corner oft ah ; 
; ti 
: ¥ . : : A 
Orige ani larnde streety. hears w ss ine time re : ad 
wae hs by : at; . P : eS .. b, Gere 
when that jocaity was the westerly end of | ewe , Me ee SL 
: Ee : ER ans 


0... atcatucall™ woe 


The first building stood from 73" whe the " ao — r att Lee | ee | 
an i 


erection, and Dr, Dartal, its pastes ss su —- boc 


present eaincee replat oe t 


ipupir was delicated 


t i 114 +ry Seape cehic! Seas: ne 1s si 5 : 
' TE POEB RY Te 3 aoe Details 
OUl IWenty-five vears oOdcupan tiie : See ; Sia ames i 


oe | aritt 


bw 
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remodelled 


; 
it Was t 





Sg eeaiinns ir 


ag 3 
= 
uaz 


fe 


Re ee 


well adapted to attract the 
designed The church was 
the soe bety then bought the 
Christian Church, on the corns 
(hi Brevch) Streets, while the stter 
new house on the corner of Tyler and Kneeland 
streets he Mariners’ Chorch united with Salem 


street Church in th7t: both arc now extinet 
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25. Brarrie-stnerr Cuvecy, established in 1699, 134 


like the other old churches has eccupied several 


buildings. The first, of wood, was replaced in 1772 by 
the jong-familtar church here shown. A few years 
ago the old house was sold and torn down, the society 
removed to the corner of Commonwealth avenue and 
Clarerulon street, and subsequently dissolved, the First 


Baptist Society purchasing their building 


ns ars a 26. The Catiouc Cuvecu. on Franklin street, 
sao is Se 5 Pepe Sax 


called the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, was conse- boc 
crated in 1803. The building stood lone after business 
had invaded the street, but was sold seme twenty vears 


ago and gave place to stores 


Details 
27. Bowpotxs—Streer Cuvncn was built in 1830 by 

a society formed under the Rev, Lyman Beecher, only 

five years before. and which had built and lost a 

house on Hanover street. After the long pastorates of 

Dr. blubbard Winslow and [r jared Bi. Waterbury, 

the church dwindled and dissolved. The house was 

bought by the parish of the Episcopal Church of — 

the Advent, and subsequently passed into the hands 

of the © Mission Church of St. John the hvangelist,” 


and remains without external changes. 


The Cenrear Unrvresatisr Cures, corner 
Sulfinch street and Bulfinch place. was formed in 


Che Rev Paul Dean was its first pastor 
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